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Concordia is a Dutch  -  Australian Social  Club  -  established in 1957 

January - February 2012 

To all our 

Readers  
 

a very  

Blessed 

 

Festive  

Season 
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Any of the above information, wrong or out of date, please contact the editor at your earliest convenience,  
we will be able to change or make an alteration immediately in the interest of our members. 

 

DISCLAIMER: This Concordia news is produced as an information service only without assuming responsibility.  
It is intended for information sharing and general purposes only. Views expressed in articles and letters printed are those 

of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policy of the Dutch Society. Any advice offered or given 
should not be relied on as a substitute for professional advice. Concordia is completely neutral, does not belong to any 

religious or political organisation and only acts in the general and neutral interests of all our current members.  
 

Concordia geeft onpartijdig nieuws, zonder gebonden te zijn aan enige staatkundige partij, kerkelijke richting of belangen en 

gemeenschap, wij werken uitsluitend in dienst van Concordia’s eigen social belang. 

President:: Antonia Somerville Phone: 4958 1552 

Vice-President: Joop de Wit Phone/Fax:  4954 5227 -  Mobile: 0412 671 848 - email:  concordia@live.com.au  

Treasurer: Lucia Reynders Phone:  4958 3562 - email: lreynder1@bigpond.com 

Secretary & Editor: Joop de Wit Phone/Fax:  4954 5227 -  Mobile: 0412 671 848 - email: concordia@live.com.au 

DUTCH SOCIETY ñCONCORDIA”  EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 

CONCORDIA COMMITTEE MEMBERS:    2011 - 2012 

òMARMONG POINTó 
  INSTUIF GROUP  

Every Thursday - commencing at 10-00am 
Address: 16 High Street, Marmong Point 
Organisers: Foppe and Alice Brouwer      Phone:     4953 0607 
Treasurer:  Lucia Reynders                        Phone:     4958 3562 

òCENTRAL COASTó 
  INSTUIF GROUP  

Central Coast Instuif meets every last Thursday of the Month.  
Further information Christina van Arendonk.  Ph: 4325 5734 

DUTCH RADIO BROADCAST 
NEWCASTLE  2NUR 103.7 FM 

Dutch Language Broadcast - Every second Tuesday - starting 
after the news at 7.00 till 8.00pm - Program information dates in this issue. 
Presenter and organiser: Mr. Joop de Wit. For further information:   
Phone (02) 4954 5227  email: multiculturalpresenters2nur@gmail.com   
2NURFM Website: http://www.newcastle.edu.au/services/2nur/ 

Bi-Monthly NEWSLETTER OF     
THE DUTCH SOCIETY  
òCONCORDIAó   

Editor:  Joop de Wit, 24 Gertrude Street, Cardiff South NSW 2285  
Phone / Fax: (02) 4954 5227  Mobile 0412 671848 
email:  concordia@live.com.au  

DUTCH CONSULATE GENERAL 
SYDNEY N.S.W. 

Netherlands Consulate-General in Sydney - Level 23, Tower 2,  
Westfield Bondi Junction - 101 Grafton Street  
(cnr. Grosvenor Street) Bondi Junction NSW 2022 -  
Postal address: PO Box 261 - Bondi Junction  NSW  1355.  
Tel: (02) 9387 6644   Fax: (02) 9387 3962  - email: syd@minbuza.nl 

Jan Mees             9787 1984          Mary King             4955 6451 Theresia Garner   4982 6650 

Nel de Groot       4961 5270  Anja de Hoop       4982 6730  Anne Pelzer   4975 4062 

Anne Beckers     4951 3971 Mieke Gerritsen   4967 5579     

Anne Stevens     4947 2471 Emmy Wolthers   4954 8418   
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W e are at the close of another year and it is our pleasure to present 

this special Christmas and New Year issue to our Concordia members.  
 

It has been a tough year for many, including my own personal health. By 

the time of reading this I have well and truly started my cancer trial. This 

trial involves Hormone, Radiation and Chemo treatments. I feel like a real guinea pig. 

I sometimes distinctly remember the words of Gloria Gaynor while undergoing the 

treatment, “I will survive” Some of the sentences keep turning around in my head like: 

“At first I was afraid I was petrified” so started the song and a little further; “Did I  

crumble, did you think I'd lay down and die? Oh no, not I, I will survive. I've got all my life 

to live, I've got all my love to give and I'll survive, I will survive. Hey hey. I spent oh so many 

nights Just feeling sorry for myself. I used to cry But now I hold my head up high.” Yes 

these words keep on circling around, I have faced many tough trials during my life, I 

will promise you, I will survive this one as well. I must thank so many people that have 

written, phoned and emailed me during the past few months, words cannot begin to 

tell how lucky I’m to have so many people that care for and about me, especially my 

loved ones, my family in Holland, my Ozzie friends and you, our Concordia family. 
 

This issue will also contain Foppe Brouwers last meditation. We all know that Foppe 

and his wife Alice are not very well either, their health also leaves a lot to be desired, 

We must thank Foppe in particular for the many up-building stories and meditations 

over many years. Also Foppe’s usual Christmas and Easter messages on the Dutch 

radio show on 2NURFM will no longer be spoken by him. We are very grateful for our 

pastor’s passionate wisdom. Many people have been strengthened by the many stories, 

some have found new hope in their lives. Foppe & Alice, we salute you both. May the 

Instuif and Concordia still have the pleasure of your company for many years to come. 

Please listen to your doctor’s advice and make the most that has been given to you. 

I’m sure I can speak on behalf of all the members in saying ‘Foppe and Alice, you are 2 

wonderful people and treasures, our community owes you a lot of gratitude for all you have 

done in the interest of many, THANK you BOTH from the bottom of our hearts.’ 
 

I certainly look forward to the many challenges that may present themselves during 

the next 12 month’s, We will be continuously looking to improve Concordia and our 

commitment to all our members including those that have an appreciation for all our 

work in the community at large. You only have to present yourselves as a member at 

all our functions. Whatever you do, stay positive and you will keep your friends. 
 

We were again amazed at the fantastic roll-up at our last St. Nicholas function in the 

park on Saturday 3rd December. A total of around 400 people gathered again to enjoy 

Holland’s biggest traditional feast, We will do it all again on Saturday 1st December 

2012. So have a look over the next few pages and let your mind explore all the stories 

in this brand new issue of the Concordia newsletter. May I be given the strength to 

create many more issues in the future for the welfare of our Dutch community.  

-ÅÒÒÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÁÎÄ Á ÆÁÎÔÁÓÔÉÃ ΰήίΰ. Your editor Joop. 
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From the Presidents Desk - Toni Somerville  

D  ear Members, Once again we were fortunate with the weather at our St 

Nicholas function on Saturday the 3rd of December. It was a fantastic 

day with family groups enjoying the festivities under the trees. Thank 

you to all the parents and grandparents for keeping this wonderful Dutch tradition 

alive in our area. Word gets about because some families travelled from the Central 

Coast and other areas for this special annual event for the first time. They told me 

how much they enjoyed the day and that “We’ll be back next year”. Again around 400 

people attended this large celebration. 
 

174 small Dutch flags were handed out to as many children in attendance on the day. 

These special flags were especially flown in from the Netherlands, they were in huge 

demand when our St. Nicholas’s arrival was imminent. How cool did Sinterklaas look 

when he arrived in an open top black Mercedes, driven by Henk Pelzer, kindly lent by 

Anne and Henk Pelzer’s daughter Yvonne. Thank you very much Yvonne and Henk. The 

7 Pieten stood on the back of a decorated ute, lent and driven by Theo van Bezouwen. 

Many thanks to Theo for his annual assistance. Our St. Nicholas and Pieten looked 

resplendent and mingled with the crowd after their very long journey from Holland. 

The Black Pieters handed out many ‘kruidnootjes’ and sweets. St. Nicholas was kept 

busy handing out gifts to all the children and called the huge toy raffle with patience. 

With great grace , St. Nicholas and his Pieten posed for many photographs with chil-

dren and adults for the family photo album. The crowd enjoyed listening to our 

mature members, Henk Pelzer, Henk Phillippa, Kees de Boer, Joop Geerlof, Map 

Haasnoot and Niels de Groot singing some traditional St. Nicholas songs. Well done 

gentleman, thank you very much. St. Nicholas was also very impressed with the skills 

of our budding artists who entered the colouring in competition. The Pieten gave 

medals to the children who had entered, and said that they did a great job. All too 

soon it was time for the Saint and his helpers to leave. Our heartfelt thanks for your 

kindness and patience, you were just fantastic. We look forward to your return in 

2012. We’ve already booked the next St. Nicholas day for Saturday1st December 2012, 

same time and of course the same convenient place. 
 

Joop, our Concordia secretary & PR entertainment guru showed us the official arrival 

of St. Nicholas in the Netherlands (Dordrecht) on a large screen inside the pavilion.  

Also shown were many pictures from earlier St. Nicholas functions. Joop in turn 

played the most appropriate music during the kids & adult games as to make it more  

authentic. He brings all his own personal electronic equipment and organises all the 

music and video. He is also quick to respond in advertising the many goodies on offer 

during the appropriate times. Thanks Joop, you are so very professional in all you do.  
 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped in any way towards the huge success of our 

festivities, we couldn’t have done it without you. The likes of Johanna and Henry 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Blessed is the season which engages the whole world  
 

in a conspiracy of love.  

Louwen who helped set up the gazebo, tables and along with Tina Cooper kept very 

busy with many tasks. Also all profit from their ‘Snow Cone’ van was donated to our 

Concordia. Gerrit Brouwer from Butterworth donated the beautiful fresh bread for the 

barbecue including a large donation. Alex de Wit donated 50% percentage of the sale 

of his chilli sauces. I thank you all very much on behalf of the committee, you are all 

so generous & kind. Thank you to Jeanette, Kees, Henk and all the helpers who cooked 

and served up a delicious sausage sandwich. 
 

Our Joni Gerritsen donated many beautiful toys again this year. Her mother Mieke, 

now in aged care, was unable to attend due to her arthritis, her daughter Joni was 

however everywhere; she is amazing and a very special lady. We so appreciate all you 

have done for us, plus you also sold so many raffle tickets. Thank you too so very 

much Joni. Thanks' must also go to Anne Pelzer for selling raffle tickets and many 

other tasks performed during the day. 
 

Gabby and Joop looked after the raffle prizes in the Pavilion, Anne Stevens & Lobke de 

Boer manned the coffee/tea and drinks stall. Homemade banket staven & almond 

filled slices were in great demand, Anne and Lobke were therefore kept very busy. 

Emmy Wolthers was also kept busy twisting up the butts of the many raffle tickets sold.  
 

Our committee members Theresia and Anja were flat out with the poffertjes again. 

They were both assisted by Anne Beckers, Maria Richardson and Mary Hartnett. The  

poffertjes are so delicious and are always in great demand. ‘Thank you’ ladies.  
 

I noticed many children with their faces beautifully painted. I was told there was a 

line up of children waiting, as it was very popular. Thank you to everyone who 

stepped in to make the children happy by having their faces painted by you. ‘Thank 

you’ to Shelley and the two helpers for your help with the games. I’m so glad you have 

promised to help out again next year. You are very good and a great inspiration to the 

children. Wish I was as fit as you. 
 

Two people who rarely receive a mention are John and Steve who always set up and  

dismantle the St. Nicholas marquee every year, a very delicate & tedious job. They 

also help Joop in setting up with all his electronic gear. A huge ‘Thank You’ from the 

committee gentleman. Thank you to everyone who bought raffle tickets and  

congratulations to the lucky winners. We truly appreciate your support. There are 

however a couple of lost property items which you can claim by calling our Treasurer 

Lucia on 4958 3562. 
 

To the committee, volunteers and all the kind people who lent us different items my 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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It is not the gift, but the thought that counts.  

The end of dual nationality for Dutch people?  
The Dutch government recently proposed changes in the law that would severely 

limit the possibility of having multiple nationalities – not only for the Dutch abroad, 

but also for their children and former Dutchmen (for whom it would be harder to regain 

the Dutch nationality). 
 

Representatives of the Dutch organization www.worldconnectors.nl in cooperation 

with local branches of Dutch political parties from New York (including VVD, which 

is currently in government), started a petition urging the Dutch parliament to not adopt 

this bill. This petition (sorry, in Dutch only) can be viewed and signed here:  
http://nederlandersoverzee.petities.nl/  

Please sign and forward this petition to as many people you know that might be 

affected! For further information, partially in English, we kindly refer you to the 

following sites: http://tinyurl.com/62vgod3 & http://NederlanderBlijven.com 

This initiative already received much, much coverage in leading Dutch newspapers, 

radio stations, blogs and social media. Editor 

heartfelt thanks. We could not create such a successful day without you. I think you 

are all generous and kind and I’m most appreciative. Job well done everyone!!  

Especially to you Lucia.  
 

There was also very little rubbish left on the grounds after everyone was leaving. It 

was nice to see that most cleaned up afterwards, it made our task of cleaning the 

grounds and the pavilion so much easier.  Congratulations to a great crowd who 

continually make our annual St. Nicholas such a special Dutch event. 

 

If members are interested in a bus trip to Kurri Kurri for a guided mural tour would 

you please contact Anne Pelzer on 49754062. It is on 14th March 2012, more info in 

this issue 
 

Heartfelt thoughts go out to our members who have lost a loved one this year. To our 

members who are battling ill health and sickness this year, our kind thoughts and 

prayers are with you. Our Secretary & Editor Joop de Wit is currently battling the big 

C for an aggressive Prostrate Cancer, Joop started receiving Chemo, Hormone and 

Radiation treatment since Monday the 5th December, he will be on a special trial  for 

the next 7 months. We wish you great strength and a complete recovery in the end.  
 

This has been a long report and I hope I haven’t left anyone out. Please accept my 

apologies if I have, as it’s not done intentionally. 
 

I end by wishing you and your loved ones special Christmas moments to share, to 

enjoy and to remember. "ÅÓÔ ×ÉÓÈÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÇÏÏÄ ÈÅÁÌÔÈȟ ÈÁÐÐÉÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ Á ÓÁÆÅ ΰήίΰȢ 

If travelling, travel safely during the holidays. Until next time, take care, Toni                                         

(Continued from page 5) 
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CONCORDIA = Vrede  
 

met een vleugje ôgezelligheidõ 

 

Met Kerst krijg je een kerstgroet van de redacteur! 
 

H  
erinnering aan vroeger komen vaak boven bij mij nu het zo tegen de kerst 

aanloopt. Met zijn allen naar de nachtmis om de geboorte van Jezus te vieren. 

Of was het omdat het moest die kerkgang. Ja, ik was nu eenmaal van een 

katholieke afkomst. Zelfs was ik voor vele jaren misdienaar, acoliet & koster in onze  

parochiekerk. Prachtige kerstdiensten heb ik mogen meemaken. Luisteren naar de 

mooie Latijnse gezang en al die bekende en zelfs beroemde kerstliedjes die wij nu 

nog heel goed herinneren. Er hing een lucht van wierook in de kerk. Al die mooie 

kerststukken, wat een werk. De prachtige grote kerststal met het engeltje dat zo 

waardig met haar hoofdje knikte als men een cent in het gleufje gooide. Het naar huis 

lopen in het midden van de kerstnacht, ijskoud was het soms. Menigmaal heb ik ook 

een witte kerst beleefd. Je kijkt voor je uit in het donker van de nacht. Bij het verlaten 

van de kerk sla je nadenkend een kruis met het soms ijskoude wijwater. Diep in de 

nacht verlaat je ZIJN huis. Met een heerlijk en voldaan kerstgevoel ging ik heen en 

onderweg naar huis krijgt men een gezegende kerstgroet van menigeen. Thuis stond 

een kribbetje onder de boom. Mooie sterretjes schitterden op zwakstroom. Ballen 

weerkaatste het vele kleurrijke licht. Een volle kerstboom is een mooi gezicht. Voor 

een moment is er dan het warme intieme gevoel. Gods warmte is dat wat ik bedoel. 

Hij wilde je zeggen, ik ben er voor jou IK laat je nooit in de kou. Ja, zoiets vergeet 

men nooit, en nu, zovele jaren later wanneer we wat ouder en wijzer zijn geworden 

denk ik vaker aan die onbezonnen en heerlijke kindertijd. Ik hoop daarom dat ook 

HIJ mij nu niet in de kou zal laten staan nu ik dit zo hard nodig heb om een genezing 

te verkrijgen van een verschrikkelijke ziekte. Vele mensen lijden onder het juk van 

ziek zijn of zijn soms diep ongelukkig over het verlies van een dierbare. Het leven 

kan soms erg wreed zijn, maar we moeten door of we willen of niet, er is geen keuze. 
 

Tegenwoordig is er helaas heel veel veranderd in onze samenleving, alles draaid 

meestal om geld en cadeautjes. Kinderhandjes zijn niet zo gauw meer gevuld, velen 

moeten maandenlang hun schulden, die zij hebben gemaakt om kinderen gelukkig te 

maken, afbetalen. Ja, zo is het vieren van het Kerstfeest niet meer zoals vroeger, ik 

mis die tijd, zij komt nooit meer. Alleen in onze gedachten kunnen wij die tijd blijven 

vasthouden, ik zal dat ook zeker doen! 

Mag ik hierbij het volgende voor U neerschrijven;   

 

Een glimlach en een fijn gevoel. Geluk voor alle mensen. We wensen geen oorlog en geen ruzie 
meer, maar vrede voor de mensen. We wensen een wereld die vol vrienden is en liefde tussen 

mensen. We wensen, een beetje troost, een beetje hulp, en licht voor alle mensen.  
Een kind brengt ons een nieuwe tijd. We kunnen verder gaan. Straks worden onze wensen waar. 

Wie weet, misschien we zullen zien - wel in het Nieuwe Jaar. Gezellige Kerstdagen allemaal  
en een zeer voorspoedig en een gezegend en vooral gezond nieuw jaar voor alle lezers, Joop 
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The òFestive Seasonó Specials are available at Bibina. 
 

Come and visit us again and again to enjoy the many special  
 

delicacies from around the world, fresh and some daily delivered.  
 

We also have many Dutch specials for this Festive Season.  
 

-  all Specials only until sold out -  
 

Bibina wishes you all the joy of the season and a splendid 2012 
 

Bibina specialises in a variety of fully imported Dutch Cheeses  
 

Gouda Cheese, Edam Cheese, Maasdam Cheese and much more! 

Cheeses for breakfast or lunch, delicious on a sandwich.  
 

Enjoy a piece of cheese with a glass of wine on New Years eve.  

What a lovely treat & to all a Happy New Year of course!  

Shop at Bibina for that special delicacy from any corner of the globe. 

355 HILLSBOROUGH ROAD - WARNERS BAY   2282 
Phone: 02-4954 6044  Fax: 02-4954 7299 

Trading Hours; Monday To Friday 8.00am to 5.00pm 

Saturday 8.30am to 4.00pm - Sunday 10.00am - 3.00pm 

We have a variety  
 

of  many Specials  
 

during this special  
 

 Festive Season  

 

 

Youõve got to come  

 

in to believe it!  
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An optimist stays up until midnight to see the New Year in.                    
 

A pessimist stays up to make sure the old year leaves. 

Here's a Christmas colouring page with a difference!  
As you colour it in, hunt for the Christmas presents  

and see how many you can find.  
Look carefully because they are hidden in all sorts of places!  

¶ Read less.  
 

¶ I want to gain weight. Put on at least 15Kg.  
 

¶ Stop exercising. Waste of time.  
 

¶ Watch more TV. I've been missing some good stuff.  
 

¶ Procrastinate more.  
 

¶ Drink and drink some more.  
 

¶ Start being superstitious.  
 

¶ Spend more time as a volunteer.  
 

¶ Stop eating lunch at home: eat out more.  
 

¶ Take up a new hobby: smoke cigars!  

 

Are you sick of  
making the same  

resolutions year after 
year and yet you never 

keep them?  
 

Here are some  
resolutions that you 

can actually  
accomplish!  

 

Enjoy! 
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De verzuchtingen van een bejaarde ......  
Ingezonden door Betty Cook 

 

)Ë ÈÅÂ ÖÅÅÒÔÉÇ ÌÁÎÇÅ ÊÁÒÅÎ ÈÁÒÄ ÇÅ×ÅÒËÔ ÁÌÓ ÅÅÎ ÐÁÁÒÄȟ 
ÉË ÖÅÒÄÉÅÎÄÅ ÅÅÎ ÐÅÎÓÉÏÅÎÔÊÅ ÅÎ ÉË ÈÅÂ ÎÏÇ ×ÁÔ ÇÅÓÐÁÁÒÄȢ 
)Ë ×ÏÏÎ ÉÎ ÅÅÎ ÅÉÇÅÎ ÈÕÉÓÊÅ ÍÅÔ ÅÅÎ ÔÕÉÎ ÅÎ ÅÅÎ ÐÌÁÎÔÓÏÅÎ 
ÅÎ ÎÕ ÇÁ ÉË ÈÅÅÒÌÉÊË ÒÕÓÔÅÎȟ ÄÁÁÒ ÉË ÎÉËÓ ÍÅÅÒ ÈÅÂ ÔÅ ÄÏÅÎȢ 

 

Ȱ)Ë ×ÅÒË ÄÏÏÒȱ ÚÅÉ ÔÏÅÎ ÍÉÊÎ ÖÒÏÕ×ÔÊÅȟ ȰÉË ×ÏÒÄ ÎÏÏÉÔ ÇÅÐÅÎÓÉÏÎÅÅÒÄȢȱ 
Ȱ(ÅÔ ÉÓ ÎÉÅÔ ÍÅÅÒ ÄÁÎ ÒÅÃÈÔ ÅÎ ÂÉÌÌÉÊË ÄÁÔ ÈÉÊ ÍÉÊ ÎÕ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÅÅÒÄȢȱ 
$ÕÓ ÎÕ ËÁÎ ÉË ËÏǣÅ ÚÅÔÔÅÎ ÅÎ ÉË ×ÁÓ ÅÎ ÓÔÒÉÊË ÅÎ ÂÏÅÎȟ 

ÉË ÄÅË ÄÅ ÔÁÆÅÌȟ ×ÁÓ ÄÅ ËÏÐÊÅÓȢȢȢȢȢȢ  
ÄÁÁÒ ÉË ÎÉËÓ ÍÅÅÒ ÈÅÂ ÔÅ ÄÏÅÎȢ 

 

%Î ÏÎÓ ÁÌÌÅÒÌÉÅÆÓÔÅ ÔÕÉÎÔÊÅȟ ÄÁÔ ÍÏÅÔ ×ÏÒÄÅÎ ÕÉÔÇÅÂÕÉÔȢ 
Ȱ$ÏÅ ÈÅÔ ÚÅÌÆȱȟ ÚÅÉ ÍÉÊÎ ÖÒÏÕ×ÔÊÅȟ ȰÄÁÔ ÓÐÁÁÒÔ ÏÎÓ ÅÅÎ ÔÕÉÎÍÁÎ ÕÉÔȢȱ 

%Î ÎÕ ÓÔÁ ÉË ÄÁÁÒ ÔÅ ÓÐÉÔÔÅÎȟ ÉË ÚÁÁÉ ×ÏÒÔÅÌÅÎ ÅÎ ÍÅÌÏÅÎȢ 
)Ë ÈÅÂ ÂÌÁÒÅÎ ÏÐ ÍȭÎ ÈÁÎÄÅÎȢȢȢȢȢ  
ÄÁÁÒ ÉË ÎÉËÓ ÍÅÅÒ ÈÅÂ ÔÅ ÄÏÅÎȢ 

 

!ÌÓ ÍÉÊÎ ËÌÅÉÎÚÏÏÎÓ ÚÉÃÈ ÖÅÒÖÅÌÅÎȟ ÄÏÅÎ ÚÅ ÎÉÅÔÓ ÄÁÎ ËÁÔÔÅË×ÁÁÄȢ 
Ȱ'Á ÎÁÁÒ /ÐÁȱȟ ÚÅÇÔ ÈÕÎ -ÁÍÍÉÅȟ ȰÄÉÅ ×ÅÅÔ ÍÅÔ ÚÉÊÎ ÔÉÊÄ ÇÅÅÎ ÒÁÁÄȱȢ 

-Á ÅÎ /ÍÁ ÇÁÁÎ ÄÅ ÓÔÁÄ ÉÎ ÅÎ ÖÅÒÔÅÒÅÎ ÍÉÊÎ ÐÅÎÓÉÏÅÎȟ 
ÅÎ ÄÁÎ ÓÐÅÅÌ ÉË )ÎÄÉÁÁÎÔÊÅȢȢȢȢȢȢ  
ÄÁÁÒ ÉË ÎÉËÓ ÍÅÅÒ ÈÅÂ ÔÅ ÄÏÅÎȢ 

 

)Ë ÈÅÂ ÅÅÎ ËÉÐÐÅÎÈÏË ÇÅÔÉÍÍÅÒÄ ÅÎ ÆÏË ËÉÐÐÅÎ ÍÅÔ ÇÅÄÕÌÄȟ 
ÍÁÁÒ ÄÅ ÅÉÅÒÅÎ ÚÉÊÎ ÎÉÅÔ ÌÅËËÅÒ ÅÎ ÍÉÊÎ ÖÒÏÕ× ÚÅÇÔ Ȱ ȭÔ ÉÓ ÊÏÕ× ÓÃÈÕÌÄȦȱȢ 

ȬÓ !ÖÏÎÄÓ ÌÅÅÓ ÉË ÎÕ ÅÅÎ ÂÏÅËÊÅȡ Ȱ$Å ÖÅÒÚÏÒÇÉÎÇ ÖÁÎ ÈÅÔ ÈÏÅÎȱȟ 
ÔÏÔ ÉË ÄÏÏÄÖÅÒÍÏÅÉÄ ÉÎ ÓÌÁÁÐ ÖÁÌȢȢȢȢȢȢ 
ÄÁÁÒ ÉË ÎÉËÓ ÍÅÅÒ ÈÅÂ ÔÅ ÄÏÅÎȢ 

 

)Ë ÂÅÎ ÄÁÇÈÉÔȟ ÉË ÂÅÎ ÔÕÉÎÍÁÎȟ ÂÅÎ ×ÁÓÖÒÏÕ× ÅÎ ËÅÕËÅÎÍÅÉÄȟ 
ËÉÐÐÅÂÏÅÒ ÅÎ ÇÏÕÖÅÒÎÁÎÔÅȟ ÁÌÌÅÓ ÖÏÏÒ ÄÅ ÁÁÒÄÉÇÈÅÉÄȢ 

)Ë ÌÏÏÐ ÔÅ Ú×ÏÅÇÅÎ ÅÎ ÔÅ Ú×ÅÔÅÎȟ ÍÅÔ ÅÅÎ ÈÏÏÆÄ ÁÌÓ ÅÅÎ ÐÉÏÅÎȟ 
ÉË ÒÁÁË ÚÏ×ÁÁÒ ÎÏÇ ÏÖÅÒÓÐÁÎÎÅÎȢȢȢȢȢȢ 
ÄÁÁÒ ÉË ÎÉËÓ ÍÅÅÒ ÈÅÂ ÔÅ ÄÏÅÎȢ 

Author unknown 

Een tandarts is een goochelaar, die door metaal in je  

 

mond te stoppen, goud uit je zak halt.  
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Thought for the Day -  How to Stay Young  

 

мΦ Throw out nonessential numbers. This includes age, weight and 

 height. Let the doctors worry about them. That is why you pay 

 'them!'  

2.  Keep only cheerful friends. The grouches pull you down.  

3.  Keep learning.  Learn more about the computer, crafts,  

 gardening, whatever. Never let the brain idle.'  an idle mind is 

 the devil's workshop.' And the devil's name is Alzheimer's.  

4.  Enjoy the simple things.  

5.  Laugh often, long and loud. Laugh until you gasp for breath.  

6.  The tears happen.  Endure, grieve and move on. The only  

 person, who is with us our entire life, is ourselves. Be ALIVE 

 while you are alive.  

7.  Surround yourself with what you love, whether it's family, 

pets, keepsakes, music, plants, hobbies, whatever. Your home is 

your refuge.  

8.  Cherish your health: If it is good, preserve it. if it is unstable, 

improve it.  If it is beyond what you can improve, get help.  

9.  Don't take guilt trips.  Take a trip to the city, even to the next 

 county; to a foreign country but NOT to where the guilt is.  

10.  Tell the people you love that you love them, at every opportunity .  

To write with a broken pencil is pointless.  

A picture taken  
of the old  

Dutch guard  
greeting  

St. Nicholas  
with some well 

known  
Sinterklaas 

songs.  
 

A very  
loving tribute.  
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Support our Advertisers - They support our Concordia 

 
 

If you are in need of the services offered by our advertisers,  

 
 

please consult them first. 

The real meaning of a Dutch Christmas Tradition.  
 

C  
hristmas traditions in the Netherlands also include beautiful holiday  

decorations, special seasonal treats, and often gifts are now shared between 

family members and friends. 
 

Decorations: Christmas decorations in the Netherlands include rustic Christmas 

décor such as pine and holly boughs, simple lights, and candles. Many homes do have 

Christmas trees or if religious a traditional ‘kerststal’ surrounded by many candles. 

They may also decorate the living room with all types of lights and ornaments or they 

may be simpler than western holiday decorations. Themed trees are especially  

popular. Another popular decoration is poinsettias (kerststerren), which are often used 

as centrepieces, accents, and other holiday décor. 
 

Food: Delicious food is a key element of many holiday celebrations, including 

Christmas in the Netherlands. Candy wreaths often decorate trees and small treats 

may be given with gifts. Lavish dinners typically include rabit or roast goose, roast 

pork, vegetables, and sometimes homemade breads. Boiled chestnuts, fruit, and  

almond paste bread (kerststollen) similar to a marzipan filling, and cookies are also 

popular. Many families bake letter cakes shaped like the first letter of each family 

member's name to add a personal and tasty dish to the holiday fare. Currant buns 

(Krentenbrood) and rich breads with fruit and nuts (stollen) are also popular. 
 

Gifts: Most gifts in the Netherlands are exchanged on Sinterklaas Avond or the 

following day, when many family gatherings are held. Gifts may include whimsical 

poems, and it is not unusual for strange packages or riddles to be included to make 

each gift unique and exciting. Gifts may also be hidden or disguised for even more 

enjoyment and merriment. 
 

Celebrating Dutch Christmas Traditions: It is easy to celebrate holiday  

traditions from the Netherlands, and many families - both with Dutch ancestry in 

other countries and those who live in the Netherlands - have created personal blends 

of traditional celebrations and modern holidays. Some families, for example, split gift 

giving between Sinterklaas Avond and December 25, and different sides of the family 

may host similar meals on each day for everyone to share. However you choose to 

celebrate this universal holiday in a uniquely cultural way, you will be sure to have a 

very Vrolijk en gezellig Kersfeest!  Editor 
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A woman in childbirth suffers,  

because her time has come;  

but when she has given birth to the child,  

she no longer remembers the anguish in her joy  

that a child has been born into the world.  (John 16:21)  

Christmas isn't showy gifts 
Or glittering decoration; 

It's honouring our Saviour, Jesus Christ 
In humble adoration. 

 

It's serving those less fortunate, 
Meeting their needs before our own; 
It's making sure at Christmas time 

That no one is alone. 
 

It's taking what we would have spent 
On things that no one needs, 
And using it to help someone 
With service and good deeds. 

 

Our Saviour showed us how to live 
With charity, faith and service. 

It makes the holidays a joy, 
More peaceful, and less nervous. 

 

So let's remember Christmas is 
About our Saviour's birth; 

That's the way to happiness, 
The way to peace on earth. 

True Christian Christmas   

In Memoriam 
With great sadness we need to announce the passing of our member  

Theodorus JONGKIND  (Theo) 

Late of Buff Point. 
To his wife Agnes including Theo’s family & friends we convey our sincere  

condolences in their great loss. Theo was also a regular visitor to Marmong Instuif. 

A Celebration of life service for Theo was held on Tuesday 1st November  

at Mackay’s Family Funeral Chapel, Palmdale. A cremation followed the service. 

Rust Zacht Theo - Sadly Missed - Now Resting  

 



CONCORDIA  January - February 2012 edition - PAGE 14 

 

  Tuesday 3rd  January- 2012 Tuesday 14th February- 2012 

Tuesday 17th January- 2012 Tuesday 28th February- 2012 

Tuesday 31st January - 2012 Tuesday 13h March- 2012 

Community Radio Program in the Dutch 
Language - Every second Tuesday  

from: 19.05 to 20.00 hours  
 

Traditional & popular Dutch/European music  
 

Local óConcordiaô club News  
including all affiliated groups. 

 

Having something special to celebrate?  

Your request is always welcome.  
 

The following dates are the next series of 
Dutch community language programõs. 

Presenter:  Joop de Wit  - Phone:  4954 5227 mobile: 0412 671 848  
 

Email: multi culturalpresenters2nurfm@gmail.com  

Het enige wat sommige mensen doen, is ouder worden  
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MEDITATION  -  Ds. Foppe Brouwer 
 

Luke 2: 8 - 11. Verse11. “Today in the town of David, a Saviour has been born to you" 

Dear People, A few more day’s and we will celebrate Christmas. The birthday of 

Jesus Christ. We all know how it happened 2011 years ago. Verse 8 Tells us “And 

there were shepherds living in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks.” There in 

that dark night outside the village are shepherds watching and protecting their sheep. 

Shepherds were looked down upon. They were the rejects of society. The riff-raff, no 

self respecting man would take on a job like that, In this night the angels sing and 

they come down to earth. To these shepherds an angel speaks to them. They are told 

that Jesus - The Saviour is born in a stable in nearby Bethlehem.  
 

Unbelievable, but these men, these outcasts, they are the first to hear The Good 

News. They are allowed to stand in God's glorious Light. Then it was all over.  

Darkness once again covered them. Verse15 tells us they go out to find the baby 

Jesus. This is the changing point in their lives. These men will never be the same 

again. God allows these rejects to see his Son. They knock on the door of the stable 

Meet Joseph and Mary and the child. They kneel down beside this little child. This is 

the turning point in their lives. God allows these rejects of society as first ones to see 

His Son. Meaning: no one is excluded by God. He sends His Son for all the peoples 

and everybody. Today He is available for all who need Him. How are we going to 

receive this child in our lives in 2011? What does He mean to you? In these days of 

knowledge and wisdom. Do we still have a need for Jesus in our lives? Or are we 

celebrating Christmas without Christ? This week a nurse set fire to a nursing home. 

11 old people were burned to death. Why did he do this? How could this happen? We 

live in dark times. The shepherds in a dark night, suddenly saw a great light. In the 

deepest darkness there was Light.  
 

Pierre Allard worked at a prison chaplain in a maximum security jail. His wife Julie 

had just given birth to a baby girl. He was planning the jail's Christmas service. They 

decided to take their baby girl with them in the chapel service. The next morning the 

three went to the prison chapel and set it all up. The men filed in, sat down on the 

chairs set in a circle. Pierre and Judy stepped into this circle of hardened criminals 

and presented them with their new born baby girl. They were unprepared for what 

followed. These men had seen the worst of life, death and violence. Now they stared 

at this newest little life, still untouched by the world. The room was silent. Then one 

man asked if he could hold the child. Judy passed her baby into the prisoners hands , 

and so began a quiet miracle. Many of these men had not so much as seen a baby in 

years. Soon the tiny baby was making a slow journey from man to man, all around 

the circle. The presence of that helpless baby touched their hearts with the Power 

of Almighty God. Each prisoner held her gently and then quietly passed her to the 

man next, sharing the gift. They were overcome by wonder and gratitude that for one 

holy moment a little child led them towards the heart of God. Yes, a little child was 

(Continued on page 17) 
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leading them. Each of these men once had been a baby -innocent - vulnerable and full 

of possibility. Each also had missed the hopeful path and now looked back at years of 

missed hopes and dreams. This child reminded them of a new and fresh start. We all 

have our hurts and failures. We too at times need a fresh start in life. 
 

We live in a dark and violent world. Filled with disappointments and many lost  

opportunities. Therefore we need each other, a believing community, filled with  

fallible men and women whom Christ saves. We all need to accept the “Wondrous 

Gift” of a baby who became all the peace we seek today , all the forgiveness we need 

in life. I invite you to come with me to a stable in Bethlehem, over 2000 years ago, 

This child’s story which sets all captives free, is that God loves us enough to retrieve 

us of our worst and give us the best He has. No-one is excluded, everyone is included. 

Alice and I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. F˛˞ɺʍ. 
 

This was my last meditation. There be no more. Doctor told me, Sorry! 

(Continued from page 16) 

Concordia Dates for 2012 Cardiff RSL Functions  
 

Saturday 17th March 2012  

Saturday 12th May 2012  

please Note:  

The above new date (now the 12th May) was changed from the 19th May 2012 

(as earlier advertised) Cardiff RSL made a formal request to us if we could 

change the 19th May to help them out in order to accommodate a wedding  

requiring both reception rooms.  
During a Committee meeting, held on Saturday 26th November 2011, all members 

agreed with this date change, we also wish the couple well. 

Saturday 21st July 2012  

Saturday 8th September 2012  

Saturday 22 December 2012  

For the Christmas function both rooms have been booked - large and small. 
 

Some minor changes in the format of the above mentioned afternoons could be 

likely due to Joop’s treatment till June 2012. We’ll keep you posted of course! 

Ώ!ÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÈÅÐÈÅÒÄÓ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ǢÅÌÄÓ ÎÅÁÒÂÙȟ 
ËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ×ÁÔÃÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ǨÏÃËÓ ÁÔ ÎÉÇÈÔȢ !Î ÁÎÇÅÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ 
ÁÐÐÅÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÌÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÓÈÏÎÅ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ 
ÔÈÅÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÅÒÒÉǢÅÄȢ "ÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÇÅÌ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍȟ  
Ώ$Ï ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÁÆÒÁÉÄȢ ) ÂÒÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÇÏÏÄ ÎÅ×Ó ÏÆ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÊÏÙ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ 4ÏÄÁÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×Î ÏÆ $ÁÖÉÄ Á 3ÁÖÉÏÕÒ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÂÏÒÎ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȠ  

ÈÅ ÉÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȢΏ ,ÕËÅ ΰȡζ-ίί 



CONCORDIA  January - February 2012 edition - PAGE 18 

 

M embers festive Seasons Greetings 

 

Concordia wishes all their members, advertisers including 

all those  reading this magazine  

the compliments of the season.  

Wishing you health & prosperity during 2012.                      
                 

 Henny en Bas van Bezouwen wensen al hun vrienden en 

bekenden Prettige kerstdagen en het allerbeste voor het nieuwe jaar. 
 

Anne Stevens wenst alle vrienden en bekenden  

  een goede Kerst en een gelukkig en voorspoedig 2012. 
 

Lucia Reynders wishes all her friends a very blessed and happy  

Christmas and a healthy and prosperous 2012. 
 

Central Coast Dutch Community wenst al haar leden, vrienden en  

bekenden gezellige Kerstdagen en een fijn en gezond nieuwjaar. 
 

Adrian Pypers wishes everyone a very happy Christmas  

and a healthy and prosperous 2012 
 

Riet de Waard wenst al haar vrienden  

prettige Kerstdagen en een gelukkig Nieuwjaar. 
 

Nel & Neils de Groot wishes all their friends  

a very happy Christmas and a grand New Year. 
   

Adrie Geertman wenst U allen prettige feestdagen  

en een heel voorspoedig  en gezond 2012.  
 

Emmy Wolthers...a happy Christmas and a healthy 2012. 
 

Cor and Ria Tuynman wensen alle vrienden en bekenden 

 gezellige Kerstdagen en een voorspoedig en gezond Nieuwjaar 
 

Pierre en Lenie Hanssen wensen alle mensen van goede wille een zalig  

en genoegelijk Kerstfeest en een voorspoedig en gezond Nieuwjaar. 
 

Gré en Bert Brekvoort wensen al hun relaties, vrienden en bekenden  

een fijne Kerst en een Gelukkig Nieuwjaar desondanks Berts health.  
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 JOY & PEACE TO THE WORLD 
           

Marmong Instuif wenst alle trouwe bezoekers,  

vrienden en bekenden een heel gezellig Kerstfeest  

en een gezond en voorspoedig 2012.  
 

Mieke & Joni Gerritsen wishing everyone a very happy 

Christmas including a healthy and prosperous 2012. 
 

Tony en Henk van Schijndel wensen al hun familie, vrienden en  

bekenden gezegende Kerstdagen en een heel voorspoedig 2012. 
 

Map en  Nel  Haasnoot wensen familie en vrienden  

gezellige Kerstdagen en een heel gezond Nieuwjaar. 
 

Jan Mees wishes all Concordia members, family and friends  

a Merry Christmas and a peaceful & healthy New Year. 
 

Cory Hilkman: Wishes her family and all my friends a   

merry Christmas and a happy and healthy new year.  
 

Joop de Wit met zijn geweldige Nederlandse muzikale programma's  

Op  2NURFM wenst eenieder een muzikaal en gezellig 2012. 
 

Best wishes for a Festive Season & good health for 2012 

to everyone in the Dutch Community. John Mills  and Trudy Mills-Evers. 
 

A Happy New Year to all our family & friends, lots of love 

 from Maria Richardson  
 

May 2012 bring Joy, Happiness, Health & Wealth  

to all our readers, members and advertisers. Editor 
 

Gezegende feestdagen toegewenst vanuit Nederland. 
Jan van der lugt - NL correspondent. 

 

²ƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘƛŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ  
ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ  
ϧ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŦƻǊ нлмн.  

 

Toni Somerville, President of Concordia 
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MARMONG INSTUIF NIEUWS   -  Foppe Brouwer 
 

Dear People, Here is the last news from our Instuif - the end of the year has come 

and we all can look back to a successful 2011. Yes, together we had another good 

year.  
 

The highlight of 2011 for us was our 20th anniversary. On the 18th August we all 

came together in Cardiff RSL. There were nearly 50 members and old members. 

It was the best Instuif function I ever attended, others said the same thing. We had 

beautiful music from Herman van Zierikzee. He and his wife Caro came all the way 

From Sydney to entertain us. They sure helped us to celebrate. There was a Dutch 

stoelendans, en de voeten kwamen van de grond. Ja, de stemming zat er goed in. Wat een 

prachtige herinneringen. 
 

At the time of writing we are looking to Saint Nichola’s visit to our Instuif, planned 

for Thursday 1st December. I’m unable to report about this because our copy had to 

be in the next Concordia book due to Joop’s trial treatment in the Mater Hospital. 

(Oncology) You will hear more about this function in our next report. We sure are 

looking forward to a wonderful morning with St. Nicolas and his black Peters.  
 

We have good and well attended meetings and lots of fun. The numbers attending are 

increasing again. We now have 3 klaverjas tables every week. Yes, our Instuif is alive 

and we are a happy crowd. During December we plan our usual Christmas party. We  

celebrate this on Thursday 22 December, come a little earlier, so we can play our 

games and afterwards go the Tiger for lunch. Another standard festive day in our 

club. But, there is more…. In the coming year 2012 we start our Instuif again on 

Thursday 5th January at 10.00 am. We had so many requests to start earlier, so here 

you are. We are looking forward to a good and happy new year for all. 
 

I also want to remember some of our members we lost throughout the year. Monday 

21st March we said goodbye to Jaapie Schuls in a beautiful and meaningful family 

service. On the 1st November we laid to rest Theo Jongkind. Both men were great 

members of our Instuif and great klaverjassers. We miss them and we are thankful we 

had them as our members. 
 

Well dear people this is the end of the story. See you all next year at 10.00am every 

Thursday - Taste the coffee and bring your friends. I’m sure they keep coming…...  

           Foppe. 

Bij alle feestelijke Nederlandse bijeenkomsten heerst een algemene vreugde  
 

 

 

die door iedereen gedeeld wordtéénamelijk é.óGezelligheidó 
 

 

Komt U ook in deze gezelligheid delen op zaterdag 17 maart! 
 

Concordiaõs eerste bijeenkomst van het nieuwe jaar 2012 - Cardiff RSL  
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He who has not Christmas in his heart will never find it under a tree.  

òit looks like everyone will be getting what they want this 

yearé..somebody posted my credit card details on the internetó 

 

This is a Tribute to all The Grandmas and Grandpas who 
have been fearless in learning to use the  

computer ........They are the greatest!!!  
 

The computer swallowed grandma. Ο 

Yes, honestly its true! Ο 

She pressed 'control and 'enter' Ο 

And disappeared from view..  
 

It devoured her completely, ΟThe thought just makes me squirm. Ο 

she must have caught a virus ΟOr been eaten by a worm.  
 

I've searched through the recycle bin ΟAnd files of every kind: Ο 

I've even used the Internet, ΟBut nothing did I find.  
 

In desperation, I asked our James Οmy searches to refine. Ο 

The reply from him was negative, Ο 

Not a thing was found 'online.'  

 

So, if inside your 'Inbox,  

My Grandma you should Οsee,Ο 

Please 'Copy, Scan' and Ο'Paste' Ο 

And send her back to me  
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Get well Soon!  
 

To all those readers who are not feeling themselves or are  

op zijn Nederlands gezegd  “in de lappenmand”   
  

Perhaps injured or are battling an illness - not only do we wish you a full and speedy 

recovery but also our sincere best wishes.  
  

Our thoughts and prayers are with you during your hour of need. 

The so-called proper behaviour all through the festive season is to be drunk.  
This drunkenness culminates on New Year's Eve  

when you get so drunk you kiss the person you're married to. 

Moge de komende feestdagen vervuld zijn van 
 

Vrede - Vreugde - Liefde  

“See, don’t the credit 
cards look more festive 
on the tree than in our 

wallets?” 
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Je bent dan wel verdwenen achter de horizon,  
maar je warmte is nog voelbaar. 

Huil niet om wat voorbij is,  
maar lach omdat het zo mooi was 

 

Nu wij de komende dagen volledig bezig zijn met het gebruikelijke Kerst gedoe, 

wilde ik toch even stilstaan bij onze leden die in de laatste voorbije jaren hun partner 

of een geliefde hebben verloren, wij voelen mee met deze mensen die special de 

Kerstdagen iemand missen aan hun tafel om de gezelligheid en de feestelijkheid te 

delen met hun gezin of familie maar toch rouwen om het verdriet van hun verlies.  

Rouw is rauw. Rouwen doet je niet alleen wanneer je iemand verliest. Het is wel de 

meest gebruikelijke situatie waar we aan denken bij een rouwproces. Rouw vertaal ik 

ook wel als 'verlies'. Elk verlies kan rouw geven.  
 

Onderschat daarom dan ook niet het rouwproces wanneer je bijvoorbeeld met  

pensioen gaat of wanneer je relatie verbroken is. Voor kinderen kan het bijvoorbeeld 

zijn dat zijn of haar vriendje verhuist, waardoor ze geen contact meer kunnen hebben.  

Een verhuizing van de (ouderlijke) woning naar een verzorgingshuis/verpleeghuis kan 

een rouwproces in gang zetten. Ook als dochter/zoon kan je door deze verhuizing 

enorm geraakt worden. Je neemt namelijk óók afscheid van de ouderlijke woning en 

je ouder(s) komen in een andere fase van hun leven terecht.  
 

Het verdriet om verlies gaat vaak tot op het bot. Je hart doet letterlijk pijn. En het lijkt 

of het nooit over zal gaan. De heftigste pijn slijt, maar het gemis blijft voelbaar. En 

dat mag. Het wordt een probleem wanneer het gevoel van missen of pijn je leven gaat 

beheersen, zodat je niet meer lekker functioneert. 
 

Ik adviseer dan ook om nog in je rouw hulp te zoeken. Hiermee voorkom je zoveel 

verdriet wat soms jaren later tot lichamelijke klachten of depressie kan leiden en dan 

is het al een stuk moeilijker traceerbaar dat het nog vanuit jouw rouwperiode komt. 

Sterker nog daar zit je dan nog steeds in, zij het onbewust.  
 

Herkennen van verdriet is vaak zo moeilijk en als 

je leert bewust worden van je emoties scheelt dat 

zoveel schade op langere termijn. Wees aardig 

voor jezelf en verstop jezelf niet door hard te 

werken of andere afleiding te zoeken om het 

maar niet te hoeven voelen. Neem de tijd voor je  

verlies. Het is zó belangrijk. 
 

Toch wens ik eenieder een zalig kerstfeest en een 

voorspoedig nieuwjaar, ongeacht het gemis van 

een geliefde. Sterkte toegewenst tijdens de  

komende feestelijke dagen en moge u gesterkt 

worden door de liefde van uw Concordia familie,           
                             Your editor Joop  
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CONGRATULATIONS  

Anyone celebrating a special event like an Anniversary, Birthday or  

some other special day in the coming period.  

We wish you a good time with all your family and friends.  

Our sincere Congratulations to you all. “Zij leve lang hoera” 

Concordia one day Bus trip  

 

D ear Members, I have joined Concordia’s committee at our last AGM. I will be 

organizing coach trips during 2012. Our first one will be on Wednesday 14th 

March 2012 for a visit  to Kurri Kurri to view the murals.  
 

We will leave at 9am from the R.S.L car park in Cardiff (please park as close as  

possible in the rear section) There will be a stop for morning tea (at your own expense)  

Upon arriving in Kurri a guide will join us to explain how the murals came about.  
 

The cost of this part is going to be $5.00, after that we will head for a luncheon at the 

Kurri Workers club. Cost for this will be between $12.00 to $15.00. The coach will 

cost  $20.00 pp. so all in all we shall have a Good day for around $40.00 per person.  

 

The coach holds 28 people, if there is enough interest we will take a larger one next 

time around. To book we will need a $20.00 deposit to ensure your seat. (Non-Refundable) 

You can reach me on 4975 4062. Please put the 14th March in your diary.  

I look forward to seeing you then.  Anne Pelzer 

òEveryone expects Ho- Ho- Ho,  

but sometimes itõs okay to say  

No- No-No.ó 

Een man zit al langer dan een uur in de wachtkamer van zijn huisarts. Tenslotte is hij het  
wachten zo beu dat hij tegen de assistente hitst: òZeg maar tegen de dokter dat als ik binnen 

twee minuten niet aan de beurt ben, ik genezen benó. 
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Een kleine wijsneus!  
 

Een jongetje zat te wachten tot zijn moeder uit de supermarkt zou komen. Terwijl hij 

wachtte, kwam er een man voorbij die hem vroeg: "Weet jij waar ik het postkantoor 
kan vinden?" "Jawel," antwoordde de jongen "U loopt eerst rechtdoor en dan een eindje 

verder gaat u rechtsaf. Daar vindt u het postkantoor." De man bedankte de jongen. "Ik 
ben de nieuwe pastoor. Ik zou het fijn vinden als je zondag naar de kerk komt. Ik zal je dan 

de weg wijzen naar de hemel." De jongen grinnikte: "Ach ga toch weg (of "A joh, doe effe 
normaal")  je weet nog niet eens waar het postkantoor is......" 

The Dutch 'Borrel' sounds ôgezelligõ! 
When you ask a Dutchman about his plans for the afternoon or evening, and he tells 

you he has to attend a ‘borrel’, what does this actually mean? 
 

Going for a drink with friends after work. Going to the pub on a Friday night to enjoy 

the company of others while stealing a glance at the rugby scores and enjoying a well 

deserved glass of wine. Meeting like-minded professionals or colleagues at a  

work-related reception. Throwing a friends or family get-together at your house. 

Although all of the above mentioned activities include more than one person, they are 

all substantially different. The Dutch however, would simply refer to all of them as 

‘going to a “borrel”. 
 

Many languages contain words which meaning cannot be fully captured when  

translating them to another language. The Dutch word ‘borrel’ is one of those words. 

Originally, the Dutch word ‘borrel’ referred to a shot of Jenever, a Dutch spirit, 

which used to be consumed alongside a beer. However, nowadays the word ‘borrel’ 

entails much more: a ‘borrel’ can be used for networking, for meeting new people, for 

a catch up with friends, family or acquaintances. Although the verb ‘borrelen’ usually 

includes having a drink or two, serving or drinking alcohol is by no means a  

prerequisite. It is perfectly fine to have a ‘borrel’ were you are only serving soda. It 

can be held in a pub, a café, a restaurant, a park, at your house or any other venue 

you can come up with. Preferably it would include good company, enriching  

conversation, a good and friendly atmosphere, and a few snacks and drinks.  

However, if it does not include any of these, it can still be a ‘borrel’. Just not a very 

good one. 
 

So what is it then that defines a ‘borrel’? What are the requirements to call a  

get-together a ‘borrel’? Truth be told, there is only one, which centres around another 

one of those Dutch words that have no English equivalent: ‘gezelligheid’. When used 

in reference to a ‘borrel’, the term ‘gezellig’ or ‘gezelligheid’ is best explained as  

describing the ideal ‘borrel’- atmosphere: friendly, inviting and informal.  

 

‘Gezelligheid’ can be like a state of mind, and it is exactly what Dutch are expecting to 

find when they attend a ‘borrel’. Editor.   Reference Dutch Embassy website - Canberra. 

Gezelligheid kent geen tijd 
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Official CONCORDIA Function Dates for 2012 

Saturday 17th march 2012 

Our first celebration for the New Year 

òWij Luiden het nieuwe jaar inó Cardiff RSL - Main Function Room  

Saturday 12th May 2012 

Queens Birthday - Remembrance day - Liberation day -Mothers Day 

òA Celebration and Commemoration woven into oneó  
Cardiff RSL - Main Function Room 

Saturday 21st July 2012 

Our cozy Winter Fest  = Gezelligheid op zijn best!  
Cardiff RSL - Main Function Room 

Saturday 8th September 2012 
  

Concordia’s 53rd Anniversary Celebration ôOud Hollandse middagõ 
Cardiff RSL - Main Function Room 

Saturday 4th December  2012  

Celebration of the arrival St. Nicholas - Marmong Park - Marmong Point 
 

 Besides our successful BBQ sizzle you have the opportunity to taste our 

famous Dutch Poffertjes again. We will also attempt to have  

Kroketten, Bitterballen & Frikandellen on the menue this year.  

“Zegt het Voort” 

Saturday 22nd December, 2012  
A very special - old fashioned - Dutch Christmas afternoon.  

Cardiff RSL - Main Function Room 

D E A D L I N E  next issue  -  15th February 2012 
 

Copy for the next issue must be in the Editors hands by the above mentioned date. 

 

Copy received after that date will be included in the  
 

May - June 2012 issue.  
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I have always thought of Christmas as a good time; a kind,  

 

forgiving, generous, pleasant time; a time when men and  

 

women seem to open their hearts freely, and so I say,  
 

God bless Christmas!". 
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Het laatste Nieuws vanuit Nederland - Jan van der Lugt 

H et werd een stormachtige december week in Nederland en dat dan vooral letterlijk gezien. Sinterklaas ging weer terug richting Spanje en wij gingen ons 

klaar maken voor een gezellige Kerst. Pakjesavond in Nederland was wellicht weer 

de gezelligste familie-avond van het jaar in ons land. In menig gezin kwam de Sint en 

zijn Zwarte Pieten ook zelf op bezoek. Een avond vol gezellige tradities. Pakjesavond 

zit vol met tradities in Nederland. Vaak worden de cadeautjes als een Surprise  

ingepakt en gaan ook de Sinterklaasgedichtjes er bij om te worden voorgelezen  

tot grote hilariteit van alle aanwezigen.  
 

Na de Sints vertrek stond de Kerstman alweer te trappelen van ongeduld om binnen-

gelaten te worden. In amper een dag tijd werd Nederland dan omgetoverd van een 

Hollands Sinterklaasland in een mooie Kerst en in een Winterwonderland met  

schitterende etalages zoals bij de Bijenkorf. Veel steden hebben hun uiterste best 

gedaan om het in het winkelhart van de stad zo gezellig mogelijk te maken. In  

Deventer werd een Dickensfestijn gehouden. Daarom zijn een aantal straten daar nu in 

de sfeer van de tijd van Dickens gebracht. Nou, hoe sfeervol wil je het hebben met de 

Kerst! Hoewel het steeds moeilijker wordt, speelt er in een aantal steden in de  

komende weken ook nog een draaiorgel in de winkelstraten. En als je dan ook nog 

met wat net gemaakte stroopwafels of je ruikt de geur van poffertjes, dan bekruip je 

toch wel het heerlijke gevoel van een puur Hollandse sfeer.  Jan van der Lugt 
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BEGRAFENISONDERNEMERS 

 

 

ď Home visits available    Đ 
 

Serving Newcastle, Lake Macquarie and  

all Surrounding Hunter Valley areas 

A Local, Boutique Family 

Company. Proudly 100% 

Australian Owned 
 

Accredited Member Australian 

Funeral Directors Association 
 

Left: Luke Apthorpe JP 

Owner & Principal Funeral Director 
 

Right: Amos Warner JP 

Manager & Funeral Consultant 

182 Barton St. - Kurri Kurri - Ph: 4937 5348 
 

&ÏÒ ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÖÉÓÉÔȡ 

www.lukeapthorpe.com.au 

Ȱ3ÔÙÌÉÓÈ &ÌÏ×ÅÒÓȟ "ÏÕÔÉÑÕÅ 1ÕÁÌÉÔÙȱ 
 

Flowers & Giftware for all occasions 
 

4937 5186 
186 Barton Street - Kurri Kurri 

 

www.alamode.com.au 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 

Monumental&Stone 
LUKE APTHORPE  

 

.Å× ÍÏÎÕÍÅÎÔÓ 
#ÌÅÁÎÉÎÇ Ǫ 2ÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

!ÌÌ #ÅÍÅÔÅÒÉÅÓ 
 

4937 5348 
 

www.lukeapthorpe.com.au 
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KERSTMIS - PLAATS VOOR IEDEREEN, VOOR ALLE EN ALLERLEI MENSEN  
 

Een jonge vrouw van Marokkaanse afkomst wilde Kerstmis gaan vieren bij haar 

ouders. Maar vanwege de hevige sneeuwval op Schiphol ging haar vlucht niet door. 

Dus zocht ze overnachting in Amsterdam.  
 

Toen zij zich meldde aan de balie van ’n hotel en om een kamer vroeg, zei de portier, 

dat alles al was volgeboekt. ”Maar”, zei ze, “buiten lees ik ‘kamers vrij…". “Ja, dat 

klopt ook”, zei de baliemedewerker, “maar niet voor u. U zult zich als moslim in ons hotel 

beslist niet thuis voelen”. “Pardon”, zei het meisje, terwijl ze haar hoofddoekje af deed, 

“ik ben vier jaar geleden christen geworden”. “Wat vieren we dan met Kerstmis?” vroeg de 

portier…. ”Dan vieren we dat God mens is geworden, dat hij geboren is als kind van Jozef 

en Maria. Dat stond al verteld in de Koran die ik vroeger las… En weet u waarom hij in een 

stal geboren is?" vroeg ‘t meisje. "Omdat een man als u zei dat hij voor zijn gesluierde 

moeder geen plaats had in de herberg”  Ze deed haar sjaal om, haar hoofddoek op en 

vertrok…  
 

Even verderop zag ze in de donkere straat een grote ster met daarop “Leger des 

Heils”. Onder die ster bij de deur een engel met goed nieuws: “Kom binnen en wees 

welkom”, zei de man, en na een kop warme koffie droomde zij in het aangeboden bed 

over de stal van Bethlehem. De stal die een open herberg leek, waar iedereen wél 

welkom was: dieren én mensen, dommen en wijzen, arm en rijk, van dichtbij of veraf, 

licht of donker gekleurd, allemaal even welkom…  
 

En inderdaad: de kerststal vertelt dat er in Gods herberg plaats moet zijn voor  

iedereen, voor alle en allerlei mensen! En dus moet ook onze kerk openstaan voor alle 

mensen die van goeden wille zijn: Voor mensen sterk als een os of koppig als ’n ezel, 

mensen makkelijk als ‘n schaap of lastig als een keffende herdershond; onze kerk 

moet openstaan voor mensen eenvoudig als de herders en slim als de wijzen, voor 

vastberaden gelovigen en oprechte twijfelaars. De kerk moet een herberg willen zijn 

waar allerlei mensen zich welkom voelen en waar ze ongeacht hun geaardheid,  

welkom aan tafel zijn.  
 

Christendom wil zo’n plek zijn waar mensen kunnen uitrusten en kracht kunnen 

opdoen voor hun leven; een huis waar oude verhalen zó worden verteld dat er God in  

oplicht… Verhalen, vandaag over het kind in Bethlehem, en straks over de man uit 

Nazareth, die geen leerstellingen heeft gebracht, geen dogma’s heeft verkondigd, niet 

het ene ware geloof opdrong maar die eerst en vooral om ware liefde heeft gevraagd.  
 

“Ik geloof niet meer in God”, zei me iemand, “maar ik mis Hem wel…” Dat is, denk ik, 

‘n geloofsbelijdenis van veel mensen in onze tijd: “Ik geloof niet meer in God, maar ik 

mis Hem wel…” En veel van die mensen zie ik ieder jaar met Kerstmis hier weer terug 

en ze zijn van harte welkom. Ze voelen zich misschien niet meer zo rooms-katholiek, 

maar dat was Jezus ook niet, en ze geloven niet meer in God, maar ze missen Hem 

wel. Tegen al die mensen zeg ik vandaag: Zo lang je God mist in je leven en je Hem 

(Continued on page 32) 
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Brieven aan de Redaktie 

blijft zoeken… houdt Hij van jou en hou jij van Hem.  
 

Vandaag helpen wij u bij het zoeken naar Hem en bij het vinden van Hem in mensen 

die een beroep doen op ons. Als we dan de deur niet dichtgooien maar helpen, groeit 

er vrede op aarde, brengen we eer aan God in den hoge… en gelooft Hij in jou!   

Pater Deodatus Vergeer OFM 

(Continued from page 31) 

To all our valued readers, 

This month I can only report that we received mostly mail and messages about the 

editors illness and cancer prognosis including comments on the various treatments. 

As your editor, I don’t feel it to be right to publish all these messages as this would 

take up too much of the Concordia Newsletter, besides, most were of a more personal 

nature and could therefore not be published as such.  
 

May I just say “Thanks” to all those that have written, send cards, were in touch by 

email and the many phone calls received including your prayers. All of it was so very 

much appreciated. I am also so very indebted to all of you in your outpouring of your 

very personal messages, let’s just hope that this ‘Boston trial’ will work for me and to 

come out victorious in this whole process of chemo, radiation & hormone treatments 

I will receive. The whole medical trial should last till June 2012 providing all goes 

without hiccups or problems. Unfortunately being a diabetic since 2009 doesn’t help 

me at all, it could also set the whole treatment on a knife’s edge, just like it did in the 

first week of my treatment. I will certainly need to be careful in my association with 

people during this trial. I need to avoid catching a cold, a virus or illness, my immune 

system will be very much down during this time, effectively weakening my defences 

toward a healing process, it could even jeopardise my overall chances of a full cure.  

 

May I say a sincere ‘Thanks’ for your understanding during the next 7 month’s. Joop 
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! .Å× 9ÅÁÒ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÇÕÎ 
(ÏÐÅÆÕÌÌÙ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÕÓ 

'ÏÏÄ (ÅÁÌÔÈȟ (ÁÐÐÉÎÅÓÓ Ǫ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ &ÕÎ 
4ÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÉÅÓ ÁÈÅÁÄ 

#ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ 
4ÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ×Å ÈÁÄ 
.Ï× ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÈÁÓ ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄ 
,ÅÔȭÓ ÂÅ ÓÁÔÉÓÆÉÅÄ  

!ÎÄ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ 
4Ï ÓÕÒÖÉÖÅ 

,ÅÔȭÓ ÁÌÌ ÄÏ ÏÕÒ ÂÅÓÔ 
!ÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÕÎÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅ 

!ÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÓÏ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ 
4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÓÁÄÎÅÓÓ Ǫ ÓÏÒÒÏ× 
!ÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÍÅ ÎÏ ÔÏÍÏÒÒÏ× 
4ÈÅ ÓÉÃË Ǫ ÔÈÅ ÄÙÉÎÇ 
7ÈÁÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÍȩ 

4ÈÅ ÐÏÏÒ Ǫ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ 
)Î ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÔÏÄÁÙ 

4ÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÊÕÓÔ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ 
4ÈÅÙ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÁÙ 
7Å ÁÌÌ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ 

"ÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ 
)Ó ÔÈÁÔ ÍÏÓÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÃÁÒÅ 
Ȱ7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÉÎ ÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÍÅȩȱ 
)Ó ×ÈÁÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÓÁÙ 

)Æ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÉÓ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ 
-ÏÓÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÕÒÎ Á×ÁÙ 

4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 
-ÏÓÔÌÙ ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ 

.Ï× ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÙÅÁÒ ÉÓ ÈÅÒÅ 
7Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÔÒÙ Ǫ ÄÏ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ 

4ÈÁÎ ×Å ÄÉÄ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȢ 

New Year  - Robbie Keetlaer 
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Dear Joop, 

 

There are over 300.000 Dutch or Dutch descendants currently residing in Australia, 

many of whom are connected to Dutch clubs or associations spread all over the 

country. The Dutch Embassy and Missions in Australia very much appreciate these 

connections, which are vital for upholding the Dutch cultural heritage in Australia. 
 

The Netherlands Embassy aims to stimulate activities of Dutch residents in Australia 

in a broader setting. For this particular goal we see much potential in the Embassy’s 

recently founded Social Media platforms. Social Media are the media of the future, 

and great mechanisms to keep a large group of people updated on news and  

activities. Furthermore, the Social Media platforms enable us to show to those not  

connected to a Dutch association what the Dutch community in Australia has to 

offer. 
 

We would like to offer you the option of using the following platforms to reach out to 

the Dutch-Australian community and promote your activities online. You can either 

post content yourself (Facebook) or you can send content for us to post via email.  

 

www.netherlands.org.au   

www.facebook.com/dutchembassyaustralia   

www.twitter.com/NLinAustralia 

 

We would very much appreciate it if you could notify your members of our Social 

Media platforms.  
 

If you have any questions or feedback, do not hesitate to contact us. 
 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 
Emma H.J.M. Verheijke 

Cultural affairs & public Diplomacy - Intern 

 

Kingdom of the Netherlands 

120 Empire Circuit 

Yarralumla ACT 2600 

Australia 
 

Contact: Emma Verheijke 

T +61 2 62209415 

Can-pcz@minbuzza.nl 

Dutch Society ‘Concordia’ Newcastle and District 

The Secretary Mr J. de Wit 

24 Gertrude Street 

CARDIFF SOUTH NSW 2285 
 

Date:  November 2, 2011 

Re: Social Media and the Dutch Community 
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N E W  M E M B E R S H I P / R E N E W A L  A P P L I C A T I O N  
 

DUTCH SOCIETY CONCORDIA - NEWCASTLE & DISTRICT 

Annual Membership Fees are payable between 1st July and before  31th August each year  

Membership includes 6 (Bi-monthly) Magazines plus genuine discounts on all Concordia events. 

Hereby Cheque/Money Order in the amount of:  $.............................. 
 

Send to:  THE TREASURER DUTCH SOCIETY CONCORDIA  

 P.O. BOX 16, CARDIFF - NSW 2285 
Please - do not send Cash 

Tick if this is a new membership    I wish to apply for a new Membership  

Tick if this is a renewal                  I wish to renew my Membership  

Tick if  this is a giftsubscription           I like to give a gift Subscription  

Tick if  this is a donation                I like to make a donation to Concordia  

for the period  2011 / 2012 I agree to accept and abide by its constitution 

Mr.   Mrs.   Miss.   Ms.  :  

GIVEN NAMES:   

SURNAME:   

ADDRESS:  

CITY / POSTCODE:  

TELEPHONE Home/

Mobile:  

EMAIL address:  

SIGNATURE:  

JOINING ADMINISTRATION FEE : $   2-00  per Couple/Family or Single Person 

Annual Fee / Renewal Fee: $  20-00  Couple/Family (inclusive of GST) 

Annual Fee / Renewal Fee: $  15-00  Single Person (inclusive of GST) 

Annual Fee / Renewal Fee: $  16-50  Pensioner Couple (inclusive of GST) 

Annual Fee / Renewal Fee: $  11-00  Single Pensioner (inclusive of GST) 
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